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3 Pentagon authoritics frankly ad-
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Attacks %tll] |
Unexp]amed

L By ROBERT 'S. ALLEN
#..+ AND PAUL. SCOTT

r 'l‘op Demom atic and chubhcan
“loaders of Congress still- ave just’
Fas much in-the dark as the pub-
lic "as to what was- behind
‘those = provocative. North Viet-
namese attacks that caused the
‘U.S. to blast thelr torpedo bo.lt

-—A lalgc movcmont of mmsx
and men from  Red Chma§
across the -Gulf of Tonkin mayg v
have been contewiplated, zmdg R
the PT boat altacks were made.;
]m the - hope pf creating a dqu ‘
Jomatic furore that would in<y
 bases, duce the U.S, to withdraw itgy .
The congressional chiefs got naval patrols:from this gtrateg':
,no answer to thls miystery at (ic area, This, Communist expees; § - :
Uthelr meeting : with the Presi- | itation may have Leen based ong -
! dent when he told them of his 'the turbulent polit'eal and racial |
|‘suuatxon in the US.- 'S
»ltallutlon. 1 ost of the theorizing was ex-:
"The Dresident and all of his (pounded by . CIA  Dircctor Me-
.nttendmg State Department and ; Cone, allhough the I’xcmdont‘
did somo himsell,
“mitted they were baflled by tho 3 McConc’s: somewhat Tame ad-
¢Reds' surprise PT boat aitacks ghissicn that his gianl intelliz-
Yin the Gulf of Tonkin. It was
¥ ‘asserted  that' nothing  unusual
had occurred to trigger ' them,
‘and there had been no advance
*wammg from  Intelligence,
Y Flanking the President were

*'istrafion's " sticcesstul fieht " %" ':g

~ put the new -civil rights laxv?_
ence agency had no concrete ind' through the upper chamber.e 3 _
farmation on' the cause or ob< ° They heartily endorsed the

jective of this swprise Red a"-' President's determination to imi ;

gression drew dlqappmvmg" mediately retaheﬁc with  armed
staves  from the congressional. force.
leaders, Later, -

among  thenys |

LEment

‘Seuetdry Rusk, Secretary Mec-
{ Namara, General Earle Wheel-
%ox chairman of the Joint Chiefs

i,o: Staff, Central Intelligonce Di- -

greclor John McCone, and Me-
~Geoxge ‘Bundy,. spcclal White -
Housc foreign relations adviser.

‘While ' acknowledging baving

, l'no explanation for. North = Viet
. #Nam's sudden aggression, they . Dgr'xl;gcr exception
) v did present some thcorles —

ir

““The PT boat assaults on the .

“U. S. destroyers were designed .
+to distract attention from
‘guopsidcr&ble build-up- of

-Chinese  combat
i North Viet Nam bases in recent
“woeeks,
has been under - closa .
scrutinyg, and -the Reds ‘were .
raware of that and may have ’

~_been seeking to divert it
%, —The same may be true 1c~"-

,g'u‘dm" a’ big bulldwp of anti- &

This menaeing develop- *

sclves, there was sharp critle

#ism of McCone and the CIA, T
" With one :exception, all dhd” fast Is certain to lead to mofe,
OO“EPCS‘;‘OR&J chiels fully ap- arrgyess[on
“proved the Presldent's dedsion (o one moment to’let the Cotir

to  immedlately counterattack punists get away witl these] ‘
North Viet Nam's forpedo bodt gl ¥ be
i

bhases,
was

did not outrightly oppose the
President’s  avowed hxtcntlom
But Mansfield made it clear. e
‘didn’t ke it, and favored 1.u-

CIY with immediately and in klnd""‘ .
Send,td
atle Leader Mike Mam4 menls,"

© field, ‘:' “That is the only sound and "é-!

The Montanan, who hag long' fectlve course wyou ean pmsue,
a ; advocaied some form of - neu-
Red, ! tralization ‘of South Viet Nam.,
planes on'

“I's fatal to tnﬂc with ak- .
gression,” sald Humphrey.. YFR;
ure -to strike back hard and:.-

We cannot aiford’ o

attacks. They must be desit?

“Those ar¢ exactly miy senti-.
declared Dirksen,:

—.-..»;

Mr. President, and 1) back St d
to the hilt” 3
Throughout the confexence, het
; President was serious T)ut*
‘gave no. sign of belng. unea';_y.,
He told the ocongressional lead-'.

sicad recourse fo the United. ors that the air attacks agaiijst?;

" Nations or some other diplo-
mafle channel,

That .was flatly rejected Abyr
Senators Rlchard Russell, B

Vaireraft and other defenses at Ga, head of ihe Armed Ser-

tkey poinis on the North Viet .
%Nam and China coast of the -

Gulf of Tonkin, and the nearby i Flogr Leader’

i Chitjesep,

tlatter m

der constam

" vices Committee and leader: bl
. the Southern bloc, Repubhcan‘
REverett Dirkscn

FOERe %Sémwbﬁ!'ﬂﬁz%l%mﬁ?

h; auwullmwm Mirm. wha dhreaterd {in uamsm

t

the Red PT boat’ bases. were]

" timed for 800 pm. EDT, bhti,

exiremely  bad  weather ml"htf
cause dclay.’ :
That's what happemd—fwlﬂéh' i
cxplains why the  President did}:
not make his natlonwide radxoa‘
TV. broadcast untl]l close

8&% (B& nfm %’c-‘;
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TO:
Mr. John Warner 5\
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7D 01 Hg
REMARKS:

Your attention is called to the
attached article. f{

sl

FROM;
MPaul M. Chrétien, Asst. to the DCI
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